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Quadri's pen has all along been fighting a

crusade against social injustice, exploitation of

the weaker classes of the society. Weather it

may be labour or a women. He picks up his own

sarrounding. He never lets his fancy room at
large in the world of dream or abstract or airy.

(Indian Nation)
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Some people have branded Quadri as
having a progressive orientation. | do not see
any such thing in these pieces. Only three
stories deal with financial problems, nine
stories depict psychology in varied but
commonly known situationis sort of monotony
of style there is a great variety of situations and
problems. It can be said that these stories cover
as much of life as is possible in a single book.
(The Pioneer)
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ridden district. Most of his storics have this background. This
district is also infested with naxalites. Some of his stories also
reflect this realitn. particularly his stary "Apni Adalat”. The
Pcoples court. as the Naxals call it mect instant and scvere
punishment to the tyrants who rape the daughter of a landless
labourer. "Star War' is a simple but very clicetive story of how a
poor present from a village mensly desires for pcace and how he
meets a violent end at the hands of feudal lords.

Some ol Quadr's stories clfectinely portary the shattering of
human values as a result of cconomic development. urbaniazation
and the resultant greed "Khalij" Aine Ki Gard and Zanjfir" arc
storics of this categon. They portaray how greed mahcs a person
oblinious of all human values m life. He simply thirsts for more and
more and disreeards completely all liner sides of human hifc. Inner
peace is sccrificed at the alar of have more Centred around having.
One totally ignores the richness of being and inner peace as the
own character of some ol his stories like “Maya Jul" show.

Each onc of his ston 1s an cndorsement of human values. His
characters arc simple oncs drawn from towns or villages. Thosc
who migrate to big cities suller from nostalgia and want to rctum 1o
their roots. But what Quadri gams in straight narrative his
cahracters lack in complexity and mnner depth. Manto and Bedi's
characters arc vers complex and inward looking. Quadri’s
characters often lack inner depth and psvchological complexity. But
i 1s not necessarily a weakness. What onc gains in swing lacks in
round about. Also many writers resort 10 phantasics. allcgorics and
metaphors or magic realism. They weave a complex plot also. All
this makes 1t difficult to understand the story ol the novel. The
straight simplc but powcrlul narrative like that of Premchand is. in
a way for more cffictive in comeving the story and its message. But
complexity and nner richness has its own valuc. Onc has to choosc
between the two and Quadri chooses the former as hc belicves m
conveving message and making his sympathics with the oppressed
and the cxploited  quile clear. All storics arc thercforc quite

rcadablec.

(Urdu Alve. Ludhiana, winler 1Sste ‘'97)
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Asghar Ali Engineer (Mumbai):-

However this phasc is over and the voung gencration of
writers which has now cmerged on the literary scence feels
comnutted to positive values of life. Sved Ahmed Quadri. who s
among them is quite a pereeptive and sensitive showrt ston writer
His collecuion ol whort storics Dhaoop ki Chadar 1s his sccond
collection which was published i 1993, s first collection Reza
Reza Khawah was publhished a few yvears ago. The carlier
collection also contained some ven good short stories His hitcran
Journcy upto the second collection of short storics scems 1o be
quite fmutlul. He has considerably improved both in s technique
and art ol narratine.

"Quadn as his storics show. s strong advocate of positing
values m life. He belicves in commitment to these values He also
hates oppression and cxplontations. Of the three calcgorics
mentioned above. | will put him in the sccond one 1¢ a criteal
reabst. His deep fumanism and ssmpathy comes loud and clear
through cach and even ston in this collection. Quadri 1s a ven
eood story teller and keeps his grip in the readers. There are cniy
storics n the present collection. OF these | liked " Ruit Ki Divvar”
"Star War" "Dopahar” and " Zanjir"

"Rair Ki Diwar” is and honest and vet ruthless portraval of
human circumstances in which he is forced o commil somce
hemnous crimes. In a way it comes close 1o Premchand's master
stony "Kafan”. Hyvatullah Ansari "Man" and Kamleshwar's "Kitne
Acche Din”. Thesc stories depict the actuc povery and ruthless
explottation in our society. It appcars nothing has changed in our
socicly since Premchand wrote his master prece "Kalan", We man
hine made great deal of progress i the ficld of technology bui
acute poverty and ruthless explontation of humans by humans \en
much persists.

Quadri. | belive draws his experience [rom the socicly
around him. He can ot lic as far as his characters arc concerned It
will not ring authentic. One will be greatly shocked to read "Ruir
Ki Diwar” A son long uncmployed and facing acute poverty.,
murders his own lather by quictly strangulating him in order to eel
his job. As desirc for richcs makes man commit henious crimes
acule poveny and hunger also force him 1o do so.

Quadri 1s from Gava. Bihar a highly backward and poreriy
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shattered. Quadri has given a very symbolic ending. when

L - -
their mother savs "Oh. how has this mirror on the dressin

(r<

l: e broken. ...."

Simiarly fzzatdar. Taslhowish, Daldal. Inqualab, Old
Peoples Home are fine specimens ol lusion of matter and
expression In the stony “Iozardar” Quadn has exposed the
hypocnisy ol the sociens where honour has become slave 1o
power and wealth by any means. Auther's son Arshad was a
problem child and Akhtar had to face a lot of humiliations by
his nerehbours When Arshad in course of tme. grew up 10 be
a first ranking coen . evenvone was afrard of him and all paid
respect 1o him and s father In the ston "Khamosh Saya"
Quadn has exposed the exponents of ant and literature social
service who forget the patron who had watered them 1o
Nourish and make name and lame. His devotion and sacrifices
are but the tales ¢ . the past

The last ston ol hus anthology "OId people home" s
the tragic sage of an old lather Tafazul Hussain. Being fed up
with the treatment of lus younger son. Shamsahd. Tafazul
turned 1o s elder son. Sarwar. a doctor settle in England.
Alter much pursuance. Sarwar sent him money and visa to Ml
over 1o England. But alter few davs Talazul was treated as
mtruder and he was sent 1o an old people Home and was soon
loreotten by us son. After this Talazul returned to India but
once agam the dll-treating of his vouger son and
daughter-m-law and iliness found him in Govt. Hospital. He
bevan making enquaries from the hospital emplovees 1f there
was any old people Home™” This was but taken as his insanmiiy
and here the old People Home was the erave vard. Both ol hus
anthologies were avarded by Crdu Academies.

(THE HINDLU)
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M. Q. Khan (GAYA)

Most of the short stories of his second anthology of
short stories "Dhoop ki Chaadar” revolve round the
presentday buring problem: poverty. tvrannical treatments of
haves with haves not. . labour unemployment and unemploved
vouths. agible parents dowry. upper caste and lower caste
confilicts. class and communal riots. He has taken up w ith all
precision the slackness and inactivity of the government
officers and administration. flattery of. bribe. hushing up the
. cases of crime and injustice under the spell of power and pelf
There is much hullabaloo regardinig the attrocities lets loose
by the Naxalities and M .C.C. but those raise the hue and ¢y
do not like to diagnose who all these have perperated Quadn
has shown it in his first ston .ol this second anthology utled
"Apni Adalar” when the daughter of a poor man 1s forcibly
picked up by goons of the land lord and raped. the rage ol
vendetta surges and the result is what and fear ol an
unemploved vouth who strangles his ailing lather for getting a
job in his place. The vouth gets job and when he returns
home. his son Rahul stretches his hands to welcome him and
the guilty vouth feels those hands advancing to gag his throat.
aven starling thought provoking and impressive anti-climay
His third story "Khalij" deals with dreams ol an elder
brother. Anwar who educated his vounger brother withoul
thinking ol" his own personal comforts and well-being  The
Younger. alter graduation gels success in the competiion
examination and is appointed Income tax olficer When
Anwar wanted to go about with some of his [riends mn his
vouger brother's car. Anwar was stopped taunungly and stern

"Listen this is not yvour Sahib's Govi.Car" And Anwar's dream
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Rafia Kazim (Chennai)

"DHOOP KI CHAADAR" is an insight into the human
psvche portravine the inimitable vagaries of human
lemperament. painuing the pictures of the murky affairs of
Bihar and its poverty silhouted against the inter-caste riv aln .
Quadri 1s doing a creat job (or the sake of humanit. 11 .APNT
ADALAT portravs the traumatic suffering. of the deprived
section ol the sociels RAIT KT DEEWAR crosses the limit of
tiie barbaric msunct inherent in human bemgs RAIT K1
DEEWAR 1s the most heart sinkening story ol how an
unemploved vouth kills his own rather to secure his job on
compassionate vround. In most ol the stories. the readers
indenufy themselves with the characters and the
circumstances that banboosle them. The stories depict the

social milieu of his

home state. henze are appealing to the readers.
Meanwhile in order 10 keep the readers engrossed
Quadn has avorded the use ol complex words and phrases. as
their comulative elfect would have watered down the true
assence of the stones Sull he has given details that are vivid
vetl pregnant with thoughtful idias. The ‘stories would have
become prosaic had he not made use of local dialect and 1s nfi
with ribald. With these two techniques he has made 1t a
serto-comic book One thing 1s certain about Quadn's stvle ol
narrative and that 1s 11 has emerged as the casus belli for the

exesting anti social forces
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