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"The death of interpretation is to believe that
there are signs, signs that exist primarily,
originally, really, as Coherent, pertinent and
systematic-marks... the life of interpretation on
the contrary is to believe that there are only
interpretations.”

Michel Foucault
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‘Adonis complex' refers to a set of obsessive
compulsive conditions associated with body
image problems in men. One of its
subcatagories, muscle. dysmorphia is a specific
type of body dysmorphic disorder in which a
person 15 preoccupied with thoughts concerning

, (!
appearance, especially musculature.'"’
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Hypermusculinity is a psychological term for an
exaggerated ideal of manhood predicated on
physical strength, aggression, body hair, virility
etc. In a socio-cultural context it refers to sets of
behaviours and beliefs characterised by
unusually highly developed masculine forms as

defined by existing cultural values.”
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"Laid up in bed with a swollen foot and high 2T
fever, he starved in his room for three days. On the
fourth day a young woman came to his room with
a plate of food and shyly offered it to him.

She was afraid he would refuse to eat it
because she was a prostitute who lived in the
building across the road. She had noticed that the
good looking man had not left his room for three
days, and had taken it upon ﬁer self to find out
what had happened to him. To her mné:"aement not

only did Prithviraj eat the food gratefully, but also



thanked her profusely for her kindness. The young

woman looked after him till he recovered. and

when finally he was well enough to resume
shooting, he gave her a rakhi and held out his right
hand to her. The tearful woman tied the
homemade rakhi on his wrist. Through a strange
quirk of fate, they had sealed a bond in an equally
strange city. Till she died, she tied a rakhi on
Prithviraj"s wrist every year."

(Shashi Kapur Presents Prithviwalas with Deepa

Gahlot: Lustre Press-Roli Books publication, pp-10)
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